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Compost Recycling
Introduction to Composting
Compost is organic material that can be used as a soil amendment or as a medium to grow plants. 
Mature compost is a stable material with a content called humus that is dark brown or black and has a 
soil-like, earthy smell. It is created by: combining organic wastes (e.g., yard trimmings, food wastes, 
manures) in proper ratios into piles, rows, or vessels; adding bulking agents (e.g., wood chips) as 
necessary to accelerate the breakdown of organic materials; and allowing the finished material to fully 
stabilize and mature through a curing process.

Natural composting, or biological decomposition, began with the first plants on earth and has been 
going on ever since. As vegetation falls to the ground, it slowly decays, providing minerals and 
nutrients needed for plants, animals, and microorganisms. Mature compost, however, includes the 
production of high temperatures to destroy pathogens and weed seeds that natural decomposition 
does not destroy.

Why Compost
The things we buy everyday, known as Ongoing Consumables, have a life-cycle.  This life cycle is the process by which these things are made.  

Historically, at the beginning of of an items life, new, or virgin materials, have been used to in the manufacturing process, and when we are 
done with these items we simply threw them away, and they went to a landfill.  

 
ECONOMIC 

        The potential to save money through composting occurs when the fee charged by the composting site is significantly less than the fee for 
disposal. Because local circumstances vary, landfill disposal may cost less, more, or be competitive with composting. These fees show strong 

regional or even local differences.

ENVIRONMENTAL
 Composting is considered recycling by the U.S. EPA and by at least 14 states, and 
so can help to meet voluntary or mandatory recycling/diversion goals. Some states 

and localities are considering mandatory source-separation of food residuals.  There 
are also environmental benefits. Many institutions use the finished compost on their 

grounds. A few grocery chains sell the finished compost back to their customers, 
completing the recycling loop. Separating organics for composting also encourages 

more traditional recycling and is effective in identifying 
areas in a business to target for source reduction.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS
 Public understanding of composting begins in the backyard, where millions compost 

leaves and grass and use the finished product on their gardens. A business that 
recovers organics through composting shows the same kind of commitment to 

improve the land and the community. Some businesses 
donate finished compost to public or private grounds.
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Blue Planet Composting Program Benefits
Blue Planet is please to offer our clients a comprehensive and sustainable composting program for their organic and biodegradable waste, 
including those items listed below.  The Blue Planet program stands out from other providers in that we use a specially designed container 
known as a ‘Green Bin’ or ‘compost tote’ for the storage and collection of your compostable materials, and we also offer additional services to 
ensure a successful program.

Our Composting, or Green Bins include:
• Secure 360 degree, double rim closure design;
• Latch securable lid to prevent spilling;
• 21 gallon capacity is smaller for easier and safer maneuvering;
• Corner-less, smooth interior walls for ease of cleaning; and
• Constructed from POST-CONSUMER recycled materials

Additional Program Services Include:
• Daily container wash-out and deodorizing;
• 7 days a week collection services;
• Dedicated compost collection vehicle and back-up vehicles; and
• Strict disposal compliance and disposal at only licensed compost facilities.

Acceptable Compostable Items:
The following is a list of items commonly found in an office building 
which are compostable:

• Food waste & food by-products (not used cooking oils);
• Coffee grounds and paper filters (not Keurig Cups);
• Biodegradable products (cups, utensils, paper packaging);
• Cardboard food containers & packaging (pizza boxes);
• Used paper towels, tissues & napkins; and
• Plants, grass, yard waste, leaves, and trimmings

Additional items may be acceptable in the compost program, please 
inquire with your property manager, or Blue Planet to see if your 
items are acceptable.

Benefits of Composting:
The following is a list of composting benefits:

Reduces the need for landfills
Reduces and prevents pollution
Helps maintain a sustainable life-cycle for products
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COMPOST TOTE SPECS:
L x H x W:                17.8” x 22.0” x 32.5”
Capacity / Volume:                  21 Gallons
Capacity / load:                60 kg / 132 lbs
Container Weight:                          8.2 lbs

Compost Program Pricing:
Blue Planet’s pricing structor is based upon the number of totes used, 
and the frequency of pick-ups.  In addition, we also offer a hand pick-
up option for lighter, compostable materials.  All bagged compostable 
materials must be bagged in a biodegradable / compostable bag.  

Price per tote, per pick-up:  $10.50
Price per hand pick-up:!     (Based upon volume and frequency)

All food waste and food waste by-products must be placed into a tote 
for collection.  Any bags weighing over 25 lbs and not in a compost 
tote may not be collected, or may be subject to additional pick-up 
fees.  This is a safety issue as well as a sanitation issue.  Bags 
weighing over 25 lbs and not in a tote could tear open and spill food 
waste causing various issue for every one.
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